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Answering Questions is a Skill 

Teaching is helping a learner to understand 

and experience a process 
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Teaching A Skill 

• Explanation  

• Demonstration  

• Practice 
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Explanation  

• 10 % of your prep time 

• What does your witness already know?  

• Resist the urge to correct misconceptions  

• Listen  
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Questions  

• Have you ever testified at a deposition? 

• What do you think the purpose of a 

deposition is ? 

• What do you think is going to happen? 

• What do you want to know about a 

deposition?  

• Are you  nervous?  

• What are you nervous about?  
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5ive types of witnesses 

• Simple  

• Systematic  

• Slick  

• Scared  

• Seriously Injured  
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Demonstration  

• 25 % of your prep time 

• Play video clips  

• Read excerpts from a transcript 

• Compare and contrast good and bad 

examples 
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Good Example? 
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Better Example? 
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Questions 

• Have you ideas about depositions 

changed? 

• How have they changed? 

• What did you think the witnesses did right? 

• What did the witnesses do wrong?  

• What question do you hope the lawyer will 

Not ask you?  

© 2013 Paul J. Scoptur  
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Practice  

• 65% of prep time 

• Video tape your mock deposition  

• Don’t show the witness the video if you 

like what they are doing 

• Don’t video tape clients with serious brain 

injuries 
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Mock Depositions 

• Big Facts – Landmines – Truths    
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What side are you on? 
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Answering Questions 
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LISTEN  

• Blocking impulse thoughts  

• Breathe  

• Repeat  
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THINK 

Test the question 

 

• What is the question asking? 

• Do I understand the question? 

• Do I know all of the information that is 

required to answer the question?  

(list all you medications-list all your doctors) 
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DO 

• Take your time  

• Silence is power 

• One word - One sentence  

• Chronic verbal diarrhea 

• Emotion is normal   
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Common Pitfalls  

Witness Fears 

 

• Bad Memory 

• Looking stupid  

• Being called a liar 

• Crying 
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Fear Fix  
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The Truth and Nothing…. 

• Where do questions come from? 

• What are defence lawyers looking for? 
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Guessing  
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Volunteering 
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Doctors and Documents 

• Do you remember seeing your doctor on 

September 25, 2007? 

• Does your doctor write down everything 

you say? 

• Does your doctor let you look at what they 

are writing down before you leave? 

• Do you have a reasons to question what 

your medical records say?  
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Surveillance  

• Red Flags  

• Your personal interests and hobbies are 

not usually contained in your medical 

records.  

• “Never say Never” 

• Social Networking  
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Special Considerations 

• Literacy 

• Interpreters  

   Certified in medical terms 

   Provide documents in advance 

   List words that can not be  
  accurately translated  

• Mistakes on the record  

• Debriefing (shoulda woulda coulda)  
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The Real Truth 

 

• The footprint of your trial is set when the 

deposition is done. 
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Shameless Plug #1 
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Shameless Plug #2 
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